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Rotary Elevator Speech

Rotary is a global network of community volunteers. Rotary members are business and professional leaders who provide humanitarian service, encourage high ethical standards, and help build goodwill and peace in the world.

Some 32,000 Rotary clubs in more than 166 countries carry out service projects in their local communities and abroad to address such critical issues as poverty, health, hunger, illiteracy, and the environment.  

The Rotary motto is Service Above Self.

Getting Started
The goal for a club's membership is an up-to-date and progressive representation of the community's business, vocational, and professional life.  Membership is vital to a Rotary club's operations and community service activities.   

An important distinction between Rotary and other organizations is that membership in Rotary is by invitation. Rotarians invite individuals to join and become members.   Prospective members must:

· hold — or be retired from — a professional, proprietary, executive, or managerial position; 

· have the capacity to meet the club's weekly attendance or community project participation requirements; 

· live or work within the locality of the club or the surrounding area. 

Benefits of Membership

Membership in a Rotary club offers a number of benefits, including:

Effecting change within the community.  Since 1924, Marshall Rotary Club has had a significant effect on the quality of life in our community.  Marshall Rotary projects are evident throughout the city.  Club “Community Action” dollars are specifically earmarked for use only in our community.

Developing leadership skills.  Team building, fundraising, public speaking, planning, organization, and communication are just a sampling of the leadership skills that club members can exercise and enhance. Being a Rotary leader provides further experience in learning how to motivate, inspire, and guide others. 

Gaining an understanding of — and having an impact on — international humanitarian issues.  Programs of Rotary and The Rotary Foundation offer opportunities to form international partnerships that help people in need worldwide. 

Professional Networking.  A founding principle of Rotary was to meet periodically to enjoy camaraderie and enlarge one’s circle of business and professional acquaintances. As the oldest service club in the world, Rotary club members represent a cross-section of the community’s owners, executives, managers, political leaders, and professionals – people who make decisions and influence policy. 

Friendship.  Rotary was founded on fellowship, an ideal that remains a major attraction of membership today. Club members enjoy the fellowship with like-minded professionals, and club projects offer additional opportunities to develop enduring friendships. Rotary club members who travel have friendly contacts in cities across the world. 

Responsibilities

Rotary club membership carries with it certain responsibilities.

Members are expected to attend weekly programs of the club. An attendance record of 60 percent is required to remain an active Rotarian.  To accommodate busy schedules, there are various opportunities to make up attendance such as: attending the regular meeting of another Rotary club, attending various other Rotary meetings or participation in a club service project.  There is even opportunity to makeup online!

Members are required to pay annual dues to their clubs, their districts, and to Rotary International.  The current amount of Marshall Rotary/District/RI annual dues is $140.00.  There is a one-time admission fee of $50 for new members.

Members are expected to participate in local or international activities or projects of the Rotary club.  Annual Marshall Rotary Club fundraising efforts include a commitment to selling ads for the Rotary Extra, street sales of the Extra (a minimum $50 contribution) and selling tickets to the Fish Fry.  

Clubs encourage members to aspire to leadership or committee roles within their clubs.

All Rotarians are asked to contribute $100 or more each year to The Rotary Foundation’s Annual Programs Fund.  Your generosity enables Rotarians to work together across oceans and vast terrain to find innovative solutions to complex problems that plague villagers in remote areas as well as city dwellers.

Classifications 

Rotary uses a classification system to establish and maintain vibrant cross-section or representation of the community's business, vocational, and professional interests among members and to develop a pool of resources and expertise to successfully implement service projects. This system is based on the founders' paradigm of choosing cross-representation of each business, profession, and institution within a community. 

A classification describes either the principal business or the professional service of the organization that the Rotarian works for or the Rotarian's own activity within the organization. Some examples of classifications include: high schools, universities, eye surgery, banking, pharmaceutical retailing, petroleum-distribution, and insurance agency.

The club may elect a person to active membership in a classification so long as it will not result in more than six members with the same classification (10% of membership).  Members who are retired shall not be included in the total number of members in a classification. 

Proposing a New Member

Rotarians contribute to their Club by bringing in qualified business and professional leaders who are interested in and committed to advancing the mission of Rotary.

Once you have identified a qualified candidate:  

· Review the basics of Rotary as outlined in this pamphlet.

· Invite a prospect to a Rotary meeting.  The Club covers the cost of their lunch!

· Discuss projects & club activities with them.

· For more information, click on “Membership” at www.rotary.org.            Better yet, encourage prospective members to tour the RI website.

Ask the club secretary for a Membership Proposal Form.  

You will need to provide the following information to complete Part A of the form:

	Last Name
	

	First Name
	
	M.I.
	

	Address
	

	City
	
	State
	
	ZIP Code
	

	Home Phone
	
	Work Phone
	

	Email
	

	Employer
	

	Position      (Or Retired from)
	

	Proposed Classification
	

	If a transferring or former Rotarian, list previous club information:
	

	Activities that would enhance consideration as Rotarian:
	


After the Board approves the candidate for membership, the member’s name and classification is presented to the Club.  

If no objections are received, the club will arrange for a informational session with the proposed member.  At this time, the proposed member will be asked to complete and sign Part B of the proposal form.

The proposed member pays the admission fee and is scheduled for induction into Rotary!

The club secretary reports the new member to Rotary International.

Do it today!
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Use this booklet as a guide to proposing new members.
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